
-2-

POCAHONTAS COUNTY. 

CHAPTER 4 _ Section 2 - Part a 

The Shawnees were t ne Indians whO caused the 

settlers 
in the Greenbrier Valley the most trouble. There 

Greenbrier Valley man would not 
was hardly a time when a 

sight and they' were a most bloody nuisance 
sboot a Shawnee on 

when our ancestors were trying to raise a patch of corn on 

the rich lands here in the old days. The fact that the 

Shawnees were 1n the east and the west too 1s due to the 

fact that they were split into two tribes. The tribe tha t 

lived ~8st of the mountains in the Tennessee country w~s 

roroed north by their enemies Bnd they were sometimes after 

that found with towns at Wi nchester. in the Valley of 

Virginia and different places 1n Pennslyvanla. This 

ea s tern tribe in moving tooand from the settlements at 

lnchester and eastern Pennsylvania had to traverse West 

V1rgi nia . Th ey would have to cross Seneca Trai l or Warrior's 

Roed whi ch run. through Pocahontas County, and ~he military 

Mingo Fla ts. Randolph C town ot the Iroquois at ounty. lay in 
t t etr 110e or travel snd that 1s t be ocoas10n 01' the corrupUng 
or t bot pleo. and making th e garr1 son traitor to the Fiv e 

Ttl .JondQ I D, l.ho l ast l.rlbe t.o Join the 
• • t • hllt.l t typo or Iodl n. in 

'11 ve N8t~on s • 
tbl. eeotioD of the oountry . 

l vo tat-ton. , tbey 

d. tho polio . ro r 

oa , • 
reruse to give up \. ,ir e.r • 
o or tho Ira UO! s e 



to t hemse lves the 
department of war and 

which is now 
The part of thiS country 

, the Senecas . 
They gave up 

by County was kept 

mili tary life. That is the 

sm but olung to t ne1r 

road that ran through the 
that the great militar y 

known as the Seneoa Trail rather than 
Mft.V seventy mi les w~s 

Iroquois road. 
This road was probably t he most remark-

kmer ica at the earliest date that history records. 

It led from New York to Georgia and was about five hundred 

miles long . It pass~d through Elkins and turned tnere to 

tollow up t he Tygarts Valley, crossing over the waters of Elk 

River a t Mingo, over Elk Mountain at Edray, down Indian Draft 

BDd through Marlinton, winding to the west of Hillsboro, and 

coming along Droop Mountain to cross the Greenbrier River near 

t he county line between Greenbrier and Pocahontas. It was so 
-

i Qporta nt a hi gbway that in t he French and Indian wa~. the firs t 
main -

ect1Yi ty west o f t be Allegheny was to establish a garrison of 

soldier s ar l<ia rlin Bo t t om, now Mar l inton, t t h a wa c that road , 
no t age 1ns t the Five Nations b t • u against t he Shawnees and 

ott er alli e s ot t he Fr ench. 

Flint is ver y plent i f ul i n Pocahomtas Count y . I t 
1. lt~e17 tha t the no rthwest Indian s f r om Bs far nor t h 
Glito ana l..erehau tounti. t 

sound it oonv eni ent to s end 
th.lt lOun~ men to this ooun ,y t o get f l int . 
Cr tl e k . nOOl Stall P01 n t 0 h 

tnt e rorm of Tom B 
00.- . Il l!' 110 bUCk or h1 8ard and about 

• l'OIS.tlen oo 1 a 
.. I \ ... r. . , r. t.}"or. IH'o • , a tina blue gra ss 
t. l ao .. . p- avora l hundr d 

OGetbonta. Count.y ' a old OJ' l.be pi t s . liere 
oat lnoua , r y 'l'b 

. e red m n oame 

a s 

On St amp1ng 
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far oounties with their 
spades made from ~be antlers 

claim~,worked them and 
of deer, elk and moose, staked their , . nodules secured 

oarried baok to the 
flint workers the preo 10US 

It seems remarkao1e that Indians would 

travel two hundred miles for flint when they were within twO 
by the expedition. 

thousand feet of it at home. 
But thiS is explained by the 

tact that it was two thousand feet straight down in the ground, 

and that they had to follow the streams on the surf~ce of the 

earth until they found a place where it was wi thin digging 

To see the flint pit of pocahontas, get permission 
di stance. 
from Tom Bear~, go in the Stamping Creek gateway road, circle 

the high grassy knoll and there you are. It is a beautiful 

place and the workings are well defined and easily identified. 

Flint was invaluable to the Indians. They had no iron. To get 

edged tomls that could be used as knives , as weapons, and as--

augers, it was necessary to get flint, and i f he lived reI' 

away then expeditions bad to be made to go after it or it 

would h.ave "to come t o the tr ibe in the course of trade. The 

Indians were no t afflicted ~l· th n hair on the race as are tne 

peletaces , yet wi~hout rilnt th e y would have presented a hairy 

e ppearence . They DOl. only shav e d the ir faces with it but also 
'he aru!i , ln8v1no 1 !,;o u sca p 1001< 1'or the 

uld ~ok. it . The gimlet wo. a 
benefit of anyone who 

oommon instr ument l'ram rlint . '. n41... ,.. r WOOd ottaohed t b tbe Hint olades 
, on .ot ano oh1oh bound 1t lil<e iron 

by rawtllde 

"hon it had dried . 
1.,orl III .·r thal bon. we . ua d 1'01' tho shapin 91ac.. • 4 .. . ot.hor nurac tourod tt.lcloa 

0_1104 nx~. Ind th . ••• "ore uso 
~\ or tOOl. 

of e.rro w 

Thay had 
to reduoe 
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t omahawkS as they are 
These axes or tbe flint to fragments. 

otten oalled were made from 

rock formed by great heat. 

it an igneOUS 
greenstone or dior e, 

were rormed by grinding 
The edges 

and were very hard . 
From all" 'that remains of the former presence of Indians 

in our occupied it as a place of rixed regioD, they never 

b t for temporary resort in late Spring, 
permanen t habi tattoD, u. 

Sumner , and early 4utumn ~ The existing traces of' Indian 

occupancy all indicate such to bave been a ract. A t Clover 

Lick, Uarlinton, aDn on the Old Field Fork Of Elk are found 

cost that remains now indicating Indian temporary occupancy. 

~be cost interesting trace of the kind in question 1s found 

1n a meadow DeBr Gibsons on the Old Field Fork of Elk River 

twelve miles from Mar11 nton, This meadow was cleared about -1860 by William Gibson, and takes the place of one of the 

thickest pat cbes of laurel and alder brush that 'the late William 

~1beon bad ever wor ked at in all his life. After it was cleared 

end ?Ut 1n meadow, a Ci rcle a ppeared about 1 32 r ee t in diameter 
strange grass that gr ows , or 

has not been seen any 
• ace. ello . 

1~ ln~1ana . 

r ... t 0 y 

t • 

t t.r. 

J~ . Gibson sa id tha t he had seen similar gr a ss in 
Tho circle 1s rormed 

or two figures representing 

in t.he aot. or fJlutual ly swallowing eaoh O~h 
1 e r . One 

low r.~tl.r-.ymbo11z •• !1gbt . 

ill 

Tb e black rattler 
both Oomb1nod ropreaent tho SuoOess1Qn 

l11u.,r., •• 'b. Indlun 14 • 
ot 'timo . Here 

••• bl. t.o lQVOLG tho r 
• I t '1-' 4 o,vor ot t.ha't "1~bty ¥... -117. u g-

Il .. Oa tbt! ClOnt.tI, 1 
P _ted purOUlt ot sa~e 

, 
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tbe flint to fragments . tomahawkS as they are 
These axes or 

orten oalled were made from 

rook tormed by great beat. 

a nd were very hard . 

Or diorite, an igneouS greenstone 

The edges were ror med by grinding 

From all- that remains of the forme r presence 01' Indians 

in Qur reg ioD, they never occupied 1 t as a place of rixed 

permanent habitati on, bu: for temporary resort in late Spring, 

Summer, and early ~utUmD~ The existing traces or Indian 

occupancy all indicate such to have been a fact . At Clover 

Lick, Marlinton, ana on the Old Field Fork of Elk are found 

most that remains now indicating Indian temporary occupancy. 

The most interest i ng trace of the kind in question 1s round 

in a meadow near Gibsons on the Old Field Fork of Elk River 

twelve miles from Marli nton , This meadow was c l eared about -
18 60 by William Gibson . and takes the place of one of the 

thickest patches of laurel and alder brush that the late William 

Gibson bad ever worked at in all his ll"fe. Arter it Wa s cleared 
and put in meadow. a Circl e appeared about 1 32 feet in diameter , 
tormed ot a str ange grass that gr ows , or b t as no been seen any 

h~ . G1bson sa1d that b b e ad seen Similar grass in 
place ebe . 

In Indian • • The 01rol. is r d 
erma of two fi gures representing 

rottl •• nako. in tb 
• aot or mutually swallowing eacb otb One 

rl~ r~-tb. yellow r~ttl.r-.ymbolizo. 11gbt . er. 
Tb e blaok rattler ty plflo. 4arkaoa. ; 

both Oombined ro~ro.ent 
n t .n~ 4ay, an4 l11Uo\r8\ •• tb 

t he suoOess1on 

Indian idoa ot ~ime . 
\ tor. -oula • b 

II' 16 '0 Invok. tho t avor or aterloua 4-1'7 , u 

Her e 

~hat miShty 
n Whom lh. oOntemplatod 

pu rsult ot game 
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that 

so essential to their subsistance and oC ,heir squaWS and . 

Or if about to go - on the war path, the 
pepooses , depended. 
braves would rally here as a rendevouS, -and with their dark and 

bloody rites and ceremonial dances perf~rmed within or around 

this circle would seek to placate the saqme mysterious power 

ror success over their enemies in the p~nding battles. There 

was quite a contrast between the aims e~,d purposes or the 

Indians and pioneers, especially the Sh"awnees. With them 

the paramount question 
mere subsistence in the easiest way waa 

issue , and for such a purpose no region surpassed this for their 

uses . The county abounded in all kin>~ s or wild game and ,he 

s t reams were alive with fish. My 1"a the~ was a small b oy about 

six yeers old at the outbreak of th<: C~vil War. He lived at 

the old Inn at Travel:ers Repose at the -h d - I ea of the Greenbrier 

River . I have heard him tell many ~ times of' i go ng out erore 

breakfast and catching a bushel of 

Jlone of the no ~olonial 
the .. ese",bly- 1 750-1 770 - were in 

1: at 1 twas ~ae.on rOT that Deing h 

l!lgg~ tain trout. 

Ind "- an F - erts aU~horized by 

Poc!0,ontas County. The 

on .. astern waters • Bu, 
•• • tort called Ft . G reenbrier !oca' ~d with a 

I;"rrllon or about 200 at Marlin"ton 
men about 1704. ' 

:r There 
p aon t01tn. in Poc(lbon t ae C were "three Ind1an 
•• oun-cYI ... <, ono U ~ 1 "ne u t Jim Gibson's 

. or 1nt.on, but I h On 
O~ avo not U r 0 ., It. ..... Qen able to 1 o whGre 1 ocata ~he 

n \'Il f) 10'" ... or ond or tho County . 

I ~ .• uood r'J 1 w o 01< 1ng ULan 

• Waa rOas t d ov r on 

u. blle on , c • .. 1 no • . 
the rir 
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st i ckS or po l e s in ver y much the same way that we barbacue 

our meat s t oda y. 
Mr . Calvin Pri ce , Editor of t he pocahontas Times, 

snowed me his co l l ec t ion of Indian relics .oday. He .old me 

t hat he had about twenty thousand of them but r or me t o say 

about twe lve thousand. He has them pac ked in barrels, draweers 

and ever y i maginabl e place. And, of course, he bas several 

hundred of t hem on display in the Times Office where visitors may 

see them . l.:ost of t hese were r ound around Ma rlin.on ou t he 

ha s some from a l lover the county. It would be impossible 

t or 0 6 t o catalogu e all of t hem. Some or t hese relics are 

ver y be8u~iful and show great skill in worKmanship . Among the 

th i ngs he has ar e hundr eds of aroow heads, a flint shovel round 

near the Cour t House in marlinton, a flint axe round at 

:...obelia , a pi pe round at t he Hamilton F ield Addi tion to 
lSs r llDton , a g r t eens one axe fo und near J ohn McNeels i n the 
.L.lt t l e Levels . 'fo me tb e mos t inter e sting or al~ th e reLics l 

ttat I ssw W88 a pipe, no t unlike th e pipes today , except it 
dld not hbve the long stem. It l OOked a s i r i t 

been 
po lehed and on one Side wer e n ine small mi g h "t nave 
1 str aigh t 

• group and threo gr oups or th ma r ks, "t hre e 
em. fhere Was anot h . 

ro n' nO"r r .. I Dorvalo . '!'hen there was er Plpe 
a twenty i Il oh pes tle 

tb ••• the Indians 
ro nel In ~ ,"Linton , ond 

, 1r £r.101 . It 

or J'a t • \. ror 

• 't r U \. 

\ . .. :t10. 

11 81 USed t o pou nd ou"t 
~o.t 1~POD81b~O 1.0 

tmy no tntOtoat.od in 
tleaOl'10e till S 

Ind.lfl,n J'e.l! 

COlle ction 

Ir tilto • 
lad av • 

"'hon 111 . IJ:I , .ll waUl a. 
ooe" IlI.ClS '''0 • I ~ unty t oak at th! 0 go to 

• CoIl t o 10n end f!.r . 
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pri oe is always most kind about showing and explaining about them. 

The late Andrew Prioe in some of his wri tinga 1'or the W. Va. 

Hi storio
al 

Sooiety said that he had pioked up as many as f1fty 

arrow heads while plOwing his garden . His garden 11es along 

t he Seneca Trail or warriors Road as the Indians oalled 1 t. 

MATERIAL FROM: 

~ticles written by the late ;~drew Price, Pres. of the West 

~a. Historical Society and published in the West Va. Legis-

l ative Hand book for 1926 and 1928. C" ~ae.d. s . 

Hi s tory of Pocahontas C o. byJ)r. Wm.~ • . ;Frioe ..; " 

~lt hers Chronicles of Border Warfare. - --"-'­

Informat ion from Calvin Price, Editor of Pocahontas Times. 

-

-. -,--
- ¥, • 



• • 
• \ 

POCAHONTAS COUNTY. 

CHAPTER 4 - section 1-- to rind any evidence or racts 
I have been unable 

to shoW that there were any people in this oounty previOus 

to the Indians. Mr. Douglas McNeill, Principal or the 

Uarllnton Higb School, tells me that he has 'spent a great 

deal of t1me and study on this question and he thinks 1 t 

quite unlikely that t here were any Mound Builders here 

except on nunting expedi tiona t as they were agricu1 turlsts 

and this county a t t nat time was not suited to t heir 

pursu1 ts. However J Mr. McNeill s a ys h e mows or 'two 

mounds in t hi s county but be oould not ~ say ~or Bure whether 

they wer e built by the Mound Builders or th I e ndlans. One 

or these mounds is on t he Kee farm about a mile from 

~rllnton, Bnd the ot her is on his farm about two miles 
troc Buckeye. They one on his farm he exoavat ed last 
auccer . They f ound no Si gn t ha t it had ever been used 
aa a bur1a l ground , hu t t hey di d f ind some anc ient money. 
This money may hav e been used by the 

it Zby havo have been Ind1an money . 
~.'D able to rind out ob out. 

Mound Bu1 lders or 

'I'his he has never 

\ 
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1 . lelchor 

County has tllb pooal.on't&6 

, tl f".reatest elevation 
distinction of hevinC Ie - ~ 

t than flny other . The 
l

Ose to more s "reanS 
t in the state , and g ve,rl 

o;)f e.ny c OUD y 
- Cheet , Williams river, Cranberry j .Gauley , snd ' 

~e8dt\8ters of the Greenbr ier, the Elk, 

~~~er&l ot~ers of less importance . 
Its forests of i d 'rard woods are the F ne isn 

finest in the stllte • 
• 

t
' . . ·t ted at the JOunct, ion of Kna pps Creek with the 

~lintoh, the county sea " ~5 S~ ua • 

Greenbrier river from the east , and Stony Creek from the .. ' est . The Indian Draft is an - , 
offshoot of Stony Creek Valley, and an old Indian 

niles to the foot of Elk l!o~t6.in and ecross Elk 

trail leads up .this "dr'aft" 
, ' 

four 

mountain to the head of the 

Crooked Pork of El k river . The valley of Knapps Creek was followed to the junction" 

with Doutr...ards Creek .fourteen miles to the crOSSing of the main Allegh~ny range to 

~he .. ters of Jacksons river in Bath county. Virginia . A1~ these are today main 
" 

M&t:n-ys of travel. and within historical times armed bands of "I " marauQ~ng ndians from , 
-:he \ihie country have .beell pursueo. b ..... the a . . - "veup.ne; 1'~Ollt:ers of the Val1 ey ant! 

oIt.L:i;UEta, '1ir ginia ~: The otr.er breat highway for t One abor iginies {".' . ........ cro.ssin;; to th-e 

...n.~-o, fr-cr.:..-.:hat now constitutes thE:: state of Virginia , wast /to 0 11 t ,-
.i. ·O OVt he valleys of the 

u;d. 1".an8'llta r iver s . about seventy ml'les t o the south . 

1.. ... ".rl1nten there e.re numerous eVidences of 1 • 
ong . occupancy e 

t:.=J:!rllll! · ... rd. of the c th ' ~- our ouss there is e. d moun of considerab] e 

~'i:ithin a !'~ , ~,. 

• t. IDblHent"d by the plO\ll' . Within the memory of 

fut 10 }lo1,ht. Another mound or earth and 
lliMI r,".r t.l 1 ,e r .,.tlr. and. noar the 

" oSidonee 

(l~lll the 

•• 
•• ' .... .." 

• • 
~ • J 1 

persons now 

dimens ions . a 1 thouj;h 

livin& it was 

stone is Situated in the 

or Cr . C. \"1 . Price . From thi s 

the 

• 

, 
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b ones tl".ro;o:n out at 

i Some of 'thE: 
layinC & W8~er m8 n . 

b-U aoc ldantfl.l mniUlCT by worbn&O of 1:5 fa adult moles in the prime • 
fl nd iodiCtlte 

t" .. t tin,c 1 )-ave in my pozaession , 
foul:'ht e.t thiS 

point bet'1'leen the lndie.n6 and 

tradi Ucn 
hIlS it that a bllttle was g It lI".fLy be that the bones were disturbed in 

• 
of the country by the whites , and, the that the dead were buried in this mound . 

the mound at an 6&.rly date iIL the 
settlement 

I -s'keletons 'flere found together in one 
fact t hat so many 

tre.ditlon brew out of the 

. 1 L .• rlinton on the top of e. hibh hill J i n the 
.... larGe u,ound four mi~es oe ow 

Fri~ ... l forest , he' never been dis turbed except for a hole sunk from the top. bout 

su feet ~o the lev~l ~f . the surToundin~ earth . at which depth Ii thick layer of 

• . t d 
ashes was found . 

A very large oak .growinE; on this mound was uproo e_ many years e.go I 

and tore away a FS-rt of one side. 'l'his mound is c omposed of earth and stones, all of 

the s to:les h.aving been c onveyed e. diste.nce of several hundred feet, as there is none 

in ~~e ic:ediate vicinity of the mound . There is probably thirty or forty tons of 
, 

1t is near t he mouth of Svre.&O Creek and many relics and loese r ock in t hi s moune . 

~i j;1Ui of occupancr have been noted in the fields near. this 'mound and i n the region 

lot Clover Lick. on the \,Jarwick estate , there are severa! n:ounds of the usua l 

e are a e mouth of Clover Creek: and was torc. and lIi't;e . Thea t th a famous res ort for 

!~!ana . a trail leadinc f r om Clover Cr eek v alley through th n e . ~ider Gap and Big 

... ;.rL"4. Gap 'to the wa'ters of Old r'ielo l" or k ana. .bi~ ~priL6 r'ork of hlk r iver f re -

1 11 -.. . , 

, ... '. 

was opened about one hl1!ld red U it9 yrs ) yec.rs a go 

}:..(i.llr 'by th .. at.€! Jaoobi1a rwi ck , u first 
settler, an Indian fi~~t-. to,. Of 'O~nt P}MGI\O't . b" .... who "'as 

1771f , a V6t('rnn of bot the h evo] uti on . The well *. ot ' .n . flul t ".r. found in 

r _lor,.- Il.tI.d rr. L,,1 . 1h. 

~n •• It. - •• tpun4 . 

tb .. •• 

11 act.t1nr, P08turG face t.o 

trholo ·,,. •• -illft 

tho ,·.tooS t , end 

.Id tho b\C"ial 

Ctult1ntion of' 

All)' 1".110. I ... vo beftn f"uud ... 1.\ the 



t
h r Locust Cr eek ' .... e.s VlS~ ted by the 

snnll ,"ound 
of earth and stone at tr,e mo\.! 0 

~Titor a rew weeks or.
o

• A short time berore • skeleton hod been di.cove~ed in this 

. ' 7. l"n the vicinity of Dunmore and 
mound but nO other relios. There are B J..IBW pound.1 

• 
Greenback in the upper plU"t of Pocahontas County . '. far into what was a dense' forest 

There is no evidenoQ that-the 
Indians traveled 

back froD the Greenbrier river and its branches and tributaries . In fe.,ct in the 

fields that have in late years been clear ed and cultivated on t he. uplands and higher I 
, 

. 
r::ountains only r8.l"sly are the arrow paints discovered. such as might have been lost 

. 
in, t he chase , w~le nearly every field ot;l the low lands is thickly strewn with these 

evidences of ear ly occupancy. and at some of -the Camp sites mentioned thousands of 

arrow points and other relics have been v/orked . 

anQthe; on ~tampin& Creek. I n ~he vicinity of 

of c~p sites, aua stone r elics ~re n umerous . 

One on the headwaters or Stony Creek , 

batt. of t~e~e beds t here is evind~nce 

The publ lc r oad l eading to the head of 

Stocy " r eek cuts thr oUGh a l:\oU!ld about h one und red yards f rom t he l ~d~e of flint , on 

t re lends of Ja~es ShRr p . 

en tp8 Cro~ked Fork of Elk r iver on the land s of Robert Giboon '" t here is an 

-Indian Tin~n . about 300 f I:> eet in diameter , forned a growth of a sort o.f wire grass . 
"rnia_ pnenor:enon is well marked "' ~d-

g.,u appears , 
in grass , for more whenever the field is 

tt-.a.n fif~... 1 .. years 6 nee the spot ....... 1 . ....... c eared of a dense - growth of • timber and laurel. 
rrl'E;. - irlti roeehontll8 Times 

.. TlIr.Uln . ' . T/a . January 11 . 1912 

-. 
, 

\ 

-



LillIan Belche~ -
/!!l Allcient Lette;: 

t He ~ poc~~ontas coun y. 
11 'ng in wbat is nv.. , 

In 1766 Andre. Stitlington was Vl. • lie .as 
the ~p_fether of Yajor Jacob Warw1ck. 

carried Bli:abeth Warwick, end was tt r 
located at the time this 1e 8 

h liar linton is 
P

robably living at the place were 
- -d d he afterwards 

, ._ stillington, in Irelan , an 
It was wri tt en to J OUll weI written. 

'. the anfestor of the stillington family. cS!I!e heNl and .. 
AndreW Stillington though 

twice ~rried lett no descendants . 

Green Briar, September 25th, 1766 

• 
Dear Brother. 

This comss to let you know'" that I am in good beal th a present bless'd ,be God 

r or it hoping these will find you and your family in the same condition; for tho' 
, 

.e bave been l ong absent from each other, yet neither time nor distance of place 

can ",moys the brotherly affection I have for you. As for my situation in this - , 
couzrtyt., I live on a brench of the l!iesi8sipPj Watera,_ which in ,very fertile land 

- ~ but 1. not yet purchased from the "Indiens. 

_~ ... ~_ ' e J , 
I enjoy a reasonable living but have 
~ - ..,.... , . -

been long in a d(angerous situa\10n from the inc e~8~ons ~of the savages; yet -though 

t,b. prot.ection o!- God have hitherto escapte, and had I the Comfort of 
~ you to eOll-

~.~. 91th .hould think myself happy . 
, , 

Eiu~ I !hre not adYiee to come to this country . 
Yet were I in Ireland and nad 

.:.I.cb • twl,. lid you have and could free it in no other way lid ' 
, . , .... 0': blond mys,eJ.f 

aD' " •• b.tore I would atay to be 150 oppre8l5ed but h 
, you ave no OccaSion, for 1't 

10'\1 ..,.. I·.bl. \0 p.,. your p .... ge, COIDB UpOn red pt1 ' 
em on to Pennsylvania and Brotla, 

.tlU .... Ul .OOft r.h ... you, ..and .. loo n ae I h 
ave opportunity I wiU 

la. 
, ropay it 

I 

, •• f'. 

f ....... •• • • • Ir 

H.'"",,, ", rl , • 
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FrtllU 'I'he pocahOn!!::t:: Time,-=- "·1§,~.Up~t~.~m~b~ .• ~r:..J2~9~,,--,1~0~. 2~~~ __ 

-
Dear ur. Andrew price I t 

"sr' l~~ton. I bave several 
by the Indians a ~ ~. 

f Ri
' chard Hill. He said 

~imee been told by Csptain Joel Hill, who was a son 0 

As tb the killing of Baker 

it .ae on a Sab
both 

morning and Richard Hill and Bakar atarted to the river to 

• take a ,~im. Hill '"'. in front of Baker. Vihen Mr. Rill c"" to the rence. ho 

put one hand on . the fence . and jumped over. When Mr, Baker put hiB hand on the 

fence. the Indian shot him through tha bre .. t. The Indian then threw hiB hatchet 

at Hill and missed his head . Hill leaped back over the fence. Baker Bank down 

in 8. fence corner and asked Hill not to leave him. Hill ran to the house and 

went.to get his gun. The women had been clee.nin g up and h ad moved the guns from 

the pl~ce they were usually kept, and he could not find his gun. 

A s~all boy by the name of Slater had a gun in his hands. This Mr. Hill 

t:-ied t o take it from him . Slater had 80 1~ e sort of a h ypnotic fit and held on 

'toO t.h~ gun while Hill swung him about over the floor, for sorre tilIl!!l before he 

could wrench tbe gun from slater. " 
~U~ in the meantime th ~ Indian bad prized up the corner of the f eoce • dulled 

• buc~.kin str ing around Bcker's neck, dragged him under the fenie and ' scalped 

M e. . P.1U .ud if b e could have found his gun he . m~ght ha ve s hot the Ind' :Lan j at 

l e.u t have upt Baker f rom be ing scalped. J.lr • Hill said the Indian had hidden 

.. r..:Ser " r.o t.er:.k (If the 1 r .. e r behind a clump of Greenbriers. 

• 

U. R. 
Ponc e. 

Dunlap 
City , Okl a h oma • 
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The I ndians 

one shot and 
,'811ed 8 t camp when 

out . 
oDe cry rang 

Scattered . soon 
I ndians waS see 

thr ough n pa ssing 

At another time 8 llsnd of 

no barm, but the 

sand took no chance 
settlers 

apparentlY doing 
scirmiSh one of 

-bem, and in the tired on .. 
k to 8 glade 

the warriors wes 

near b.rborvale, and 

Tbe Indian was ta en 
.-auoded ; t s 

h ear f rom 'the Ohio own • 
'rhus 

untl·l he wes a b le to 
seoreted 

the name Hospi tal Run . 

Thomas Gal for d and Samuel Gregory 
Some months 8ft erwa~dJ 

.. ent to i search of the child Elizabe th t be Indian towns , n 

valford ~ho had been taken by the Ind ians. The two men lingered 

about tOlin, trying to trade rurs with the Indians, hoping in 'this 

_8Y to get 1ntor mation about the girl. They finally gav e up 

hope end stole 8 pair of fin e horses, h itched them some d istance 
~ 

fro::: town , and went back to wa i t in ambush fo r the Indians • 

• bey ~1Ued two of the thI'e e Indians Bnd took their o r naments • 
• h lCb aere kept ror many years . The bracelets were burned \'I.hen 

n.o-...aa ..elrord, Junior l os t his home. 
I One 01' the horses was 

80 4 to Jobn B1r4, en ances t or of t be Bird relationShip, on 

The other was bought by John Ha r nes s a , 

~. onll In.tt not 1 ODn 11n4 or ~he 'hites 
l ntC!l l'marl' Yins 

•• • 
, " IMian. ,. tl •• ~ or JUG 8r1dg.r. 

\1 • or 0 
u. 18 Ololmed by 80m. 

bOh t ... Coun ~y . 

lD • ft\, • .r., 1. 

0, 'b. 1 
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oud the Bridger plaoe at thO tunnel sbOve tOwn ore n me,s 

thOt we ull knoW . Anyway , it see"" !hot Ji tn llridg
er 

hod twO 

lndian wives , no t at t il. some time , but he married ooe I ndian 

. oman au J. when she died , l18 mOl'ried another . 
He diad abou t 

ltf1? I eged seventy-seven years . 
ne "as 8 highly raspeot"d 

can end looked upon as one of the heroes of his time . 

, 

• 



, " 

_~.~I r':'Jia.rf ,,,,,,, ,1
;5-

I" 
" I ....! i~ ... ""'."'3 ~.,..(,. .. Nl .. 

r~ 
\ 



, 

Tantali%in~ ~its 

of evidonce found throughout pocahontas County hint 

in tl" 
Greenbrier region long bafore the arrival of our 

prcsOnco of ntlLl1 tho 

planUOT forebears . 
l'lumer o

us 
uonflictinb le~ends have arisen, each with its 

t r the 
<dent~ty of tr.ese first rosidflnts and their 

O'I>n anSWtlT to the ~s ar') 0 ... .... 

fate . The presence of several mounds in the county has led some investiga-

tors to believe that the ancient t!:ound iluilders may have passed this ... ray. 

One mound . on the farm of Douglas J~cl!eill neo.T Bucl:eye . yie] ded f iva sheets 

of mica similar to specimens found in S.uti10ntice.ted Eound Builder structures . 

Such sheets are believed to have been used by the ~ound ouilders as money . 

JG~ever. ther e are several deposits of micaceous rock in Pocahontas and it 

:'8 quite possible that Indian tribes also may have valued the peculiar sub­

stance . 

'rne :':cl'e111 mound , like several others in the reGion , Lives no eri-

or1g1nal ground level end contains a heap of e.e:lce of excavation below t he .. 

re~A1ns of cremated bodies. Another theor y is t}~t asher; which might be the . 

tbe ~und ~y originally have been a sod hut \'/~ich fell . . 1n upon the ashes 

ot 1 t. fireplaoe . This idea :is r tl ur ler substantiated by the discovery of 

~ G.r .~ . 8uch os bdGht have been cast 

.= .ton. utentlla in sird.lar mOl.tnds . 

aside at some prehistoric banquet~ 

J. ~...:)gnd ncar tho courthout;; o in :!a.rl:inton yieldod the skeletons or s._n 
.. 4u~" h~.' "'hieh "ure . .... 80 piled tOl;othe r that it is u Ii 

L.. . . e (wed oi ther tl"·t ••• ' 
~rr ~~111 b~rl.d L~ - ~ ~ ~ " viot.oriOus (!Ilel-rtl aft v or a bo.ttle or t .'.nt tho DlOUud 

.,ot..t 
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skeleton of an Eldult male sitting upright, facing \"lest . 

i 1 
... round attachod to a villaee . r elics 

is (;cnerallY 
accepted ~s an Indian bur a ~ 

of ":hich ar~ scatterod about profusely . 

That fairly large villa~es existed in the county at :~arlinton and on 

Old Field Fork as well as at Clover Lick is ce r tain. The largest ,,;as at Jjar­

linton, judging by the munber of arrm'1heads . pipes. pestles , to!l'Aha,· .. ks , and 

('tIer instrut,ents of the Stone Age which still are found in the vidnity . 

Perhaps the mos t notable remnant of Indian lore to be found in the county is 

the famous !!agic Circle on the Gibson farm on Old Field Fork . The circle 

was discovered by William Gibson in 1860 after he had cleared a t!'act of 

dense laurel and alder brush . After the fiela had been prepared as meadow . 

a circle , Corned of grasses native to the prairie states, about 132 feet in 

die.neter. appeared . Authorities on \"lestern Indian customs describe this circle 

as bein& composed of the figures of tVoo snakes in t he act of swallowing ee.ch 

o"ther . The rattler formed by yellow grass d . t ep1c s light, the black one re-

Fresents darkness - their act portrays the I ndian idea of the succession of 

b.l thou&h there i d f G no e inite proof that POCL~ontas County ever was the 

rc~n~nt hore of an 1 di n an tribe , traditions perSist that pea.ceful Huron 

·:1t~. once lived in th e area includin~ Pocahontas and that. in 1 670 , the .... 

r. 4r1~en out by , t".a.ra\lding !.loha.'1k wo.rriors from 11 y 13w ork . ·\'tho, havinc-

•• 000t"'" th oO\lntry l'tithd ~ • row and loft it; uninhabited . There is no record 

". r t-rIJ11>nCIJd r ',,,, 1 ttonoo f rom that t1mo until the ill'rival of tho 

Pineo pnrtif's 

'Il' frnr -,finr. UI'\tl1 1Mo full . Dur lng 
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Chapter 4 

t h by a combination 

tl:.16 time 
P

reservinG. their cn c 
they hunted Bnd fished, 

pocahontas was important as 
&. source of their 

smol~n& and drying process . 
Uiners tl'tl.veled from Ohio , Uichi&an . and 

Most ~iceless mineral -- flint. 
On the farm of Tom 

precious flint nodules . 
Pennsylvania to dig for the 

hundreds of pits where the 
Stamping Creek near Millpoint, there are 

Beard . on .. 
f h and bone . 

Indians plied their crude spades 0 OTn 

them, found living easiest in 
Tho Indians , like those 'VIho 8upple,nted 

the the Greenbri er and other 1arbe strerums . open valleys along 
Only o.n occa-

h • • m~~ht hove been lost in hunting, is found in the 
sional arrO'l"rhead . suc .. ....t3 

rU~Ged , mountain areas. 

!n their travels into and throuGh Pocahonte.s County the Red Men chose 

the easiest ways and pioneered trails which are followed to a large degree 

by the reodern higm/ay system . U. S. Route 219, the arterial higlmay connect­

iIl{; the h68rt of the county with t he North e.nd the South. generally follows 

the 8&e-old Seneca Trail. This ancient thoroughfare , sometimes called the 

I ... rriors' Road . erlended from New York to Geoq;ia . e. distance of mor e than 

500 ailen . Other Indian paths . following the valleys of the larger streeJ:lS 

within the county. survive today in present state roads. 

The r od hunters f elt secure in this land of -bund-·t d 1 " ..... eer. e k . bear • 

• r.d ot.l':or tane . Under the Albany Treaty of 1722 o.ll the land "lyinG upon 

~.·~rA •• torl" - tho are .. drained by tribut~rie s of the Mississippi - v;ns 

r otflhll!d •• 1 n4h.n torri to~ . C J n1 t .~ a 0 S B were forbidden to v101~to it . An 

.... lc-t.' ~nt.r r'''md 'hll YllI.l t:hr ollCh the t:lount .. i n8 Md \"Ins r eceived with 

. .... ,' • H 1 . ·"".'or '1 
11 • I ... or. loon follov/od t1,. t.roll of the ndvontu-

rcr .... " • Inn." . . ..... t.o),int t.hn Ct"«w1I\C I t-I"O \ I t l' In".dors 
rOu.r int.:l t heir 
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. 1 0.' armed . increaSlng y -
The French~ intent 

1 s huntin~ grounds ~ became fanned this un-
~r1ce es the mountai ns , 

dislodGing the EllGlish fo othold west of t success ~ the In-
upon London ~~thou 

rest into bitter hO-trad . 
Raving appealed to 

° to dr ive the 
f tl' e c ountr;r · trespassers r on -

dians opened e. brutal campa~gn 
. _ ... t 1755 -r!hen just onc month 

dot pocahontas ~n AUDU~ I ' 

T~es e hostilities ree.che ~n 0 After at the rr.outh of ¥~app 1 s Creek . 
. t I d O ~~s apoeared 

after Braddock1 s aefea, n 1...... • 
pr isoners with 

ret i red to the West taking eight 
killinG twel-rc persons they 

b d o • women and child -
Indians seldom killed able- 0 ~ea 

them - In their raids ~ the 

!"on . 
to the ~ermanent vil lages in Ohio 

Instead . such ones wer e usually taken r 

th k of the Indian ...... omen . In several 
and Pennsylvania where they shared e ,lor 

tnl~en t o t r.e French- Canadian settlepents nnd sold as cases prisoners Viere 

~lo further r a ids occurred until September of the following year \'!hen 

~dinns invaded the Greenbrier territory for four days , killing twel ve persons, 

.oundiP..g two , end ta!:.ing thirty- five pr i soners. A party of men frat! Rockbrid&e 

Cld Sa-th counties overtook the raide rs on t:arlin Run near tLe Greenbrier River . 

One of the captive wo:ne:J. was carrying her infant and thus wa.s slowinG t he in-

T.6era' retreat . In an effort to speed the escape , a "!6..Trior tool: the chlld 

!r-n .... : t:.C-I:!-.e r and de..shed it to death ago.inst a tree . Shortly after the 

'3" r.ad erollll)d t~(\ river one or their horsos shied e..nd thrEl\': Joseph .. !..Boyse, 

t"f'ft \. lrtct.n ~le",rlJ old , into 8. patoh 0.' o.ttl-. . TI I ./ ~" 1e ndians were so clos6-

1,. J reut'd lrJ tl'«IiT })\'J'UIlOl"1I tllll.t tho'" did not stop to 
oJ retrievo the bo~r . They 

~nd Indi~ Draf t, quiOkly outdiGtnnQln' th 
.., 3 ~c:;cue ro..rty . 

UI~1ns t.h~ 1 r knivos .\nd 



h Mayse survived to 
The b oy J osep 

flnr;eors t(l 
t tho shallow ~rave­

scoop au 

aod later served 
as 8. n;.aGistrate of the county for 

f1&ht at Point Pleasnnt 

~ ':eor r orty ye6rs . ncar Chilicothe, Ohio , 
c ontinued to thei r village 

The Indi an raiders 

lfher e !:a,:.' s o' sMother , in 

the murdered infant and 
oompany 'with the mother of 

~. _ do tCleir way , by the From there they ...... 
• , ooped to Detroit. 

8. ~s . Sloen, 
Pennsylvania and thence horee after an ab-

directi~~ of friendly Indians, to 

s en~e of 15 ~onth s . 

-'for ded the Greenbrier settlers at this time Little pr otection was ...... 

b-eeause t hey Y/era in f orbidden territory . l;one of 110 forts authoriz ed by 

the colonie.! Gove r nnent during the peri od 1750- 70 were in this r egion . Fort 

ir:ri.d.die on the Jackson Ri v er \'!6.S t he nearest Garrison of sufficient str en;;th 

t o 1'I'ithstand a.ny str ong attack . Col. Andrew Lewis, by convincing the autho-

t!.ties t ha t the Gr e enbrier was a tributary of t he J ames River, obtained per -

&1 .. ioo to build a pr i va.te stronghold, Fort Gr eenbrier, on the site of the 

rreaent. count y court house i n 1754 . Unfort unntely, Lewis, with his Garrison 

o~ 200 r~r . joined 2raddock's ill- fa.ted campa.i gn against the French end thus 

... re .. b.",o at the tine of the fir s t Indi a n at t"'c k.' tl t ... r.pparen y he invaders 

1II ... 01~"1 c~~".ct 'With the ror t in t~leir second c . - f . 11!:.!lo1 ..,n . or, t hou Gh i t ,·.-as 

•• ~l·' 'arrl.o~~d t that ti , ~ • ree . records indicnte no O ~"nn~~.d • a ....... - r e s ista.."1ce 
... III cit • 

ox\. r.", decadoa • i:e afJt lerts 
~or~ndod u~on ~l ockhouses of 

In re;al1t:,' t.IOO" Y/tro li"l ...... ~ r.or o t.han Gtta-dl~ c~bin$ 

•• I ... lot rs .... t Of!' 
.• t pr o) :.inClont 
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Cr eek about four miles . k on Deer were l~ort ""'a.rwlC 
tho-O -i oneor ha.v eDS J' 1 homo ,,,',,\on" ;:.!' f the leaBc 1:c lee , 

<:Uo' 0 the site 0 
at Hill Foint on 

froc Ce.ss ~ For t Bucl:ley . n (Dr i nnon) about 300 yards 
t Price ~ Fort Dranna 

F t Day and For 
alsO knOym as or and Fort Clover -

northwest of Edro.y ~ 
Trail ~ one half - mil e Tiest of the Senoca 

~h C. P . Doer ho~e about 300 yards fr om ... e 
licl: . situated on Cl overlick Creek 

tho nor th fork of the creek. r:.ee.r 

Durin!'; the t he def eat of t he French, t he I ndians decade foll~ng 

t;rsdually ceased to the white invaders and l i ved on quite their resistance 

peaceable terms \'lith them . A thriving business i n furs formed a bon d of 

the traders who brou".ht knives , axes ~ beads . union between the Red Lien and b 

cloth. powder I lead, and buns from the east on pack horses . 

S\:ch amicable rel::ltioDs wer e brought to an end , ho\','ever ~ as t he first 

rcmbl~gs of the Revolution became ap~~rect . ~ritish a&ents wor ked to create 

trO\:blesooe incidents , c.nd the forts gained now sif;nificanc e in the stru~Ele 

"o:tl:lst t he Indians , who, incited and armed by the Britis h , r enewed their 

a-tach upon the pioneer corr.nunities . The forts not only served as t he head­

~ ~ er a of scouts bUardin& the s~ttlements fr om surprise atta.cks, but they 

.1ao ~ere r ec r u1tin6 centers for the troops that fouuht at Point Plea.sant ~d 

lc·~r ~[~ittat tho En~lish in the east . 

n. c. .. Hlera beee.no incr easingly darned at the {;; l"Oi·,tin
b 

tra!'fic in 

Vigilantes took it upon tl:e~eh.cs 
'0 -11-1 tt. .. If~.l.tont t rft der c and de. t roy t 

heir coods . British o.tte tlpts • 

•• ", .. . &114 

• <l! 1 lD41 .. 
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! ni d at thej r door. "nr c 
Such a.n 

incident occurred in 
pocahontQ~ in 1700 . 

Eli~~bcth Gnlrord~ Cnr-old fourteen -y 
Galford , disnppeered 

do.ughter of Thomas 

had been seen in the 
d near her home . 'l'l"hile Oll an en'an 

I d'ans Al though no n 1 

Galford and Samu.el Grebory went 
inunediately suspected . d.cinity they ,'!ere 

t m'mS (lre referred to I What Indian in search of her. to t he bdinn to\'rns 

l ocation , is not knovm . and their 
Galford and l oitered about the Gregory 

ville.~es • .. ··1· tIl the Indians in the t r adiag furs ~ 
hope of finding some trace 

of the girl. :aeing I t ' sto' e two unsuccessfu I ney - ver y f i ne hor ses wh i ch they 

t t d homeward . 1'n +he village and s aT e ha.e observed v 
Having t r aveled a short 

distc.ce they hitched t back along the path and ambushe.d three the horses , crep 

: Ld!.ans ':;ho he.d taken their trail. Eaving kill ed 'b.-,O and put the others to 

d oth.or or ne ..... :lcnts from the bodies and con­'!;-ht t hey took the bracelets ~n • "'b' • 

t inued to their homes . One of the horses "!as sold to Jo}m Bird of upper Back 

=reek; ~he other was purchased by John Harness of Staunton . 

Shortly after this incident had occurred the Indians opened their last , 

bat ce~ainlJ nost extensive . campaign atainst the Pocahontas settlements . 

'r.ct;..' - t:fo worriors surprised Richard Hill and Henry Bai:er early one morning 

u t.t.e hc::e of Lat':r ence i)ri!lnon on the Greenbrier River about two miles 

.~* .u-Unton . !!111 had just crossed 0. fence on the ":ay t o the l"'iver "there 

• c ue 1.ot..nd4)d to take 0. ahort tiw1m before breo,1d.'llst . As Bnker started to 

• tit.."" •• n lndlo.n concealed 1.n t.ho denaQ brush Ghat him throubh the 

j .. ot.t.~r t t.<'In t"'r~ hI, to"'~, •. t 1111 
' w .. u ... \,.~ 0. 1 , who dodl;<,d tho :ni$~ille# 

.... . 

t 

t· re11 Of 'Lhto rIO 
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po.ge 8 

senlpod him . rear~no an att eck , barr ica ded the house end sont a slave 
to 

Dr i nnon , 

1 r h 1 A perty or a
bout twenty men came from the 

tht" little Leva s or e p . 

t d 
. d . ght F ' " ding DO ene~.· they buried Baker and 

sattlr~en an rema~ne overn~ . ~. ~~ 
,tnrted their r etur n journey accompanie d by all t hos e who ha d t a ken reruge 

in the Drinnon "ome . Wheo the c omp""Y r e.che d lJill poi n t t here wa s some de-

bate as to whether they should take the t r ail thr ough t he nNotch
ll 

on Auld -

rid&e rr.ountain or travel a longer r out e sufer fr om ambusca de. Two Bridger 

b!'c t r.ers and Eathan
J 

a Negro boy belonging t o Dr innon , l eft the oth ers and 

ey a. pr oc ee e only a short d istance ~entured up t he mountai n tra1·1. Th h d d d 

?!'!ten Ind ia."ls hidden in the thickets bes i de the '9ath shot and kil l ed the 

'::'other s . 
_ t o tie his mocc as in e.nd llat han hE.d dropped behind when he 'Peused 

so escaped . 

The Iodi~ns next at tacked t he horne of Eu h ~ - I _ & ~.C veT, l:illing h i !!'. and tak-

~t his wif e prisoner . As t hey wer e leavi ng th h e ouse t hey met J ohn Prior 

no . nth his r.1.fe e.:ld -or J. ant . 1'10.5 enroute t o the Great Kana'.',he V all ey • 

... a..-r lor 3hot ?rior d an , '''hen he di d not fe.l l J Gr appled \'<1 th him. P 
t ,. ::-...G:L."l fT • 1 rior thr""'~.· 

0:;), •• 'il O-"ld Y:al ked o. a\'lay toward t he s ettl 

•

" c- ) i ement f r om Wh,' ch 1, e hod 
~... .._ . t I thought tho.t "'" the attacke rs allowed him t o escape i n the 

• 

• 

.,. ,- ~ 
I I '.a.~ f;.$ woulc! !''lturn y.1th f r iends to r e s oue his f BJTIil" , t ' ~ .\U s arrordinr; 

• 

for a.mb\Jsh . Prior t 5 a&&er ed t o tho 

Tho fo.\;o 

s ettl ement ~ t old 

of hill if 
'W 0 and child h t\ s lli,Wer 

4ho T rlt1 . 

J,. • in On. '.bo 1 • .. ar &<1,. .. ] • 

• h, •• 
en' Thor-"ul Ur .1 no n 

T-.lt.1nC ::.t's . l:l! th , 
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poge 9 

On the 'tlay 
Ohio villa&es . 

d t oward their th y turne 
llr innon and hor son , e 

Lrs . d 
1 named J.ion ay . 

t hey mot and killed o.n aGed coup e . established in the 
. bcc9Jlle more thoroUt;hly 

the 1180 l s settlements 
DurinG pr inciple routes 

Great Ko.nav/ha - the 1;\\'0 

va.lleys of both the TYbnrt and the 
n ever a Gain penetr ated these buf -

into the Greenbri er region. 
Sava&e .raiders 

The frontier had crossed 

fer settl ements 
h tas country . to prey upon the PaC a on 

the Ohio . 
Indians , 

Little more than thirty befor e this final retrea t of the yee.rs 

the Focahontas region had been first discovered b~r wandering 

nst . Countless l egends are told concernin& the identity of 

hunters from the 

the nfi r st" man 

to venture west of the mounta i ns . As has been the case in the h istory of our 

~~ole continent , it is mos t pr obable that several adventur ers had sati sfied 

~eir curiosi ty r e~e.rding the lL'"lexplored mountains without bothering to pre -

~erTe their findings or broadcas t the sec ret of such rich hu~ting pr eser ves . 

Jacob ~1in and Stephen Sewell "crossed the Allegheny range and follo\,ed a 

=mmt&1:!. stream thr ough the pass north of Beaver l!ountain to the mouth of 

lnap;;s Creek on the Greenbrier River," in 1749. Although the nsmes of these 

" ~.Ye long held an honored place as pioneer s of the valley . they wer e cer-

t..: n1 7 not undorb.klnll' 8. blind excursion . Kn C k 
0:0 apps ree ~ was already known by 

" t, 11 knd only .cribes Gl,;ree that the pair wer e lured into the wilderness 

1DW1r", ltocO\onh or t)'G r1chnuo and wild bOQuty of tho 
new frontier . In 

Atl , •• ir t.cr ~ on tl e ddt. , tI 
lor o£ter C&lled tArlin's Bottom , thay did , 

ner. '''U tt .. 1"1r&.\' at.n Sn t.). 
f " •• t.t.ht.lenl.. of lh~ rOGlon . 

1h,. . '" ~ 11 r 

·'·Y d1uCrood beolJ,ule 1)r .Olee dltfttl"cnoo in 

... (O<t h, 0 ... hnll{'lw tor"_ j 
u.~ • roa. _ I~.ll br ook 
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from thO cabin. In 1751. when John Lewis and his son . AndreW. entered the 

voll

o

Y t o survey for the newlY for med Greenbrier Land Company . they found 

the poir still waging their lonely feud. Since neither l:orli
n 

nor sawell had 

bother ed to ,take claims to the land t he younGer LewiS seized the opportunity 

to survey ond obtain a grent in his ovm neme for 480 acres . part of which is 

the pr esent site of ~erlinton . Sewell egain moved. thiS time going to Stephen 

Bol e Run where he loter become the victim of an Indian attack . jJarl!n dis -

appeered several years later . 

t.:eamvhile Lieutenant Warwick, father of the 
promi nent J acob l'iarwick, 

had entered the Dunmore neighborhood and 
surveyed e. lar ge &rant J part of wh ich 

'fi'&S in his mm na.!'ll8 . 
After e. short stay on the p t 

r oper y Lieutenant Warwick 

returned to his native England for e. visit '":ith 
rele. ti vas and vias never heard 

:-r 03 &"'&in . l:iis . f -1 to Vll. e . Lizabeth Dunlap Warwick . 
and their SOD , Jacob, re-

~ined at the homestead f or several yea!" ::; . Urs . ~e.:rwick later married a 

]. l.U!; on . cei&hbor by the nane of S· tl· t 

in the !he first 1l'.fUl known to have established 

Lltt 

a permanent r es i dence 

Ie ~ve18 was John Ecl!eel~ a r..at iva of Freder ick County who had 
\'ibn. the,.e . ~on. to 

• l.n 17G5 . he became involved in . 
hod tilled h' • f, ght 

J.8 opponent. fled into tl 
•• . "lni. .outh ror ,. mount.' - s • 

oevorul day~ he .L.Ll ... C9J1'te into the Little L 
tt .. t .bovt. bulld1n" .. cobin . evals 1" o,...ion h ,,\'Ihilo 0:> • w ere 

huntin!; . one do.y • 

tro C~rland Valley . 

he orur.a l,lpon Charles 

• 1. "'.oob 7.1=1.00 , 'l'I'ho h .. d oono trom lohe '(linohoater sottl ot'tOut 1n search of 

• that his suppo.ed \'"ietim 

10011 0 thair ho:, :sits uat 

• .,e 
th.i" • retU:'n to 
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the aast 'Where they all obtained supplies. 
t Davis . who had come fr om Vial e s 

Dl.1rin(; this visit HoNee l marr ied }~e.rt Je. 

~th her parents a few years before. 
A story often told of }!.rs . Coneel gives 

eo v-}.r1d e::tB.l!lple of t he hardihood of the pioneer women . 
Dur ing the time the. t 

}ter husband . tOGether with the Kinnisons. was at point Pleasent fighting 

Cornstalk's army , brs. LicNeel bore a child which soon died . Raving: no one 

to aid her. she built a coffin. dug a gr ave ) and buried th~ child unassisted . 

At about the same time that l:cNeel and the Kinnisons were found ing t heir 

hOJ:l.es in the Little Levels, John Warwick (no c l ose relation to the Dunmore 

liarwicks) established a tomaha"lk right on Deer Creek a short distance east of 

the [!lout h of Nor t h For k . Such an operation consisted of blazing trees a l ong 

the boundaries of a pr ojected lend claim and the building of a residence of 

so::.e sort on the property. He returned to Eastern Virginia where , with the 

aid of his sons. Andrew, John. J r~. and William. he o~ganized a large group of 

sett l ers who fol l owed him into th e new territory. 

The groups already mentioned were not alone in their pioneering of the 
en terr itory . Nearly every co~nity that 

!:lOW exists in the county was 

!"ount!ed a.t this tir.:Je . 
being 

Since the middle of the centu~y 
there had been an 

l~re .. lng atr e f t eVer 
am 0 se tle r s moving into the 11 va eys Surround-

~ d ar . .. l.ng the Cl'"een _ 
ijo::;e n.ovod ~n to the \'!est . Whi le 

other s . discourased b~. 
11" J.ana _nd th o near - ntarvation 11fo of 

l" aV8l,;es of' 

the wi l derness . retl'"eated 
novorl)olCltlD dri • von by hope 

to the eas_ 

of 11 nm'.> ohanco at life 

continued to filter 
( th .''''1 h.t 

•• 41 l1nf,t.l)n . 

home . ho.rdy nOVIOomern 
and 

in . 
of lhea .. J~dv.nt'\lr.T ' 

Wilt! I..ho t 
( 

~ ep-.futhOl· or J 
111. nulr.o .... 1lL1I ol\,h. r acob 

RObO T\' or And) 
-ow; hi:storhns 
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A lotter which he is 
on this point.) 

cont radiot themsolves and ellch other 
Irela.nd , hints at the hards hips 

said 
b th r J ohn , i n t o hfl.ve 'written to his TO e. 

which were to be endured and t hose 
the P

eople sought to escape : 
from which 

"Dear Br other: 

This comes t o 

September 25, 1766 Green Briar, 

let ~,'ou know t hat I am in good heal th at present 
ble:;n 'd 

be God f or it hoping these \'fill find you and yOUI' family in the same con­

di tioOl ; f or tho' we have been long absent from each other .. yet neither time 

nor distance of place can remove t 11 e br otherly af fection I have for you. As 

:'or C'J s ituat i on in this county , I live on a branch of the l;Jississippi l'/aters, 

whic h is "-eTY fertile l r.nd but is not yet purchased from the Indians. I en-

jerj e r ee.sonc.bl e livin;?; b'lt have been l ong in a dangerous s ii:ue.t i vll i'rom the 

i=eersio~s of the sayages; yet throuGh the protection or God have hitherto 

esca.p~ . 3.::.1 !>.$d 1 the Comfor t of you to converse wi t h should think myself 

bAnrJ ' 

3ut 1 dare not advise t o come t o this count-y o ~ . Yet were I in Ireland 

a.:o.4 !-~1 ~uc". e :::..:: 11:t as ~'O\l h.ve End c..ould f 
r ee it in no ot he r wa.y ~ I would 

bind j8el£ and the~ before I woul d stay to b 
e so oppressed ~ but you ha.ve no 

0:.<:<:010:. . !>or H' yoU are unable to p 
ay your pe. ssage ~ COm upon r edemption to 

To r..,ln.o1. and Brother TIill iam 'Iil l 
soon r eloase you , and l.\S soon as I ha"e 

,. r' ~l~J I ~111 repay it him . 

J ... ~ 1.. o~..tort. of hOllrinc of YOU>' 1 
wo furo by Brother 1111 ' run which 

p"U .. U·· .. ... t.lIr.etlan , and l1kcrrliu 1 
hoard ot Ill-other Th Omtl..s . 

' .. 
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011 old 

.f
rectionate and l oving b r other till 

fdondc , vlhieh is all f r om your 

Death . I' 
settlers in the Greenbrier terr itory prior to 1800 were almost 

ex-

I h t t
" ._he'r ances t or s wer e a 1": ortion of the 

elusively of Scotch- ris ex r aC lon . • r 

T1-.e 

thronGs who settled in I r e l and followi ng the defeat of O' Neil of Tyronn. in 

1611 . Opon the upheaval of Irish poli tica.l conditions in the ea rly part of 

the ei!;hteenth century I these people bec:).;'lc the victims of unbee.re.ble s up-

t:ression and viol ence . Their escape to the Nffi'f \for ld and thence to the fr on -

t i er H'S inspir ed by 8. desper ate longing for home and freedom of ac t i on . Many I 

beinb unable to pay for thei r passaGe acrosS t he Atlantic J bound themselves 

armer s an business men of the u indentur ed servants to the ";ea.lth'_" er f d 

~erican col onies . As soon a s they had served their contr acted per iod of s er-

rltude they pushed tm'!ard the fr ont i er t o establish thei r own hOr.Jes . The few 

~t.o ':':'e1'e nble to pay t hei r ovm w"'y .nd '.. begin life in the colonies as _' r ee me!]. 

we r e looked upon as members of the gent r y . 

At the turn of the century the r e ".-ere 24 fami l ies • totaling 177 persons ~ 

Ii. ted in the C6nnus of Pocahonta s . This ,','as awni ttedly an i ncomplete enume -

n ,tion . itO"!Tever, since there was a constant move "restward • and t~e !'inal 

.~~.t~ raid In 17aO hod caused a minor retreat tl, f" , ,e l.bu r es [. be El.cceuted 
ar. ~!-"., .. pl"oxir-atcl" 01 corroct . The families listed as r esidi nr wi ti, ' a ... 0 con-
tlo •• ~r Poc~b~~t ••• t that tin.e 

f • tr 

wore thODe of I IsaO,o Hoor e , l!oses :.!oc-:"e . 

"0('1 1" • Felix G 1 1" 1"\1")6 , Samuel \'( R nugh , J &.mes 
obort l'oore Ii , ",ot)~, l'oC .... ' 

lanr1o~ . A.~\"ow Owi n .. " 01"'\)" , Rob('rt !ll", 
. ..... n'l'.on • Q th,,\V, • 

rr. I1l11&I'" I • Joal.h !:'r~'\'M 
••• • J I • 
... 0 tn i1ft""t."r . " "-"v! 

Lie .tn. \" . h"r.r'/ ,· ... rp• 01 -, r, John 

• Wll lu 

001""'. ttld John 
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b
. .-d been of the simplest sort . In many 

Thus for life on the Green r~er 1-

""Y' It .:n. little above the scele of the Indians'. !Coney wes practicelly 

no"_c.is
tsot

• The settlers traded furs . ",eet , and ginsenb for the ferI> im-

ple=onts, salt, and other commodities which t"ey could obtain only by ",aking 

tt. 100. trip to :itounton or so",e other Eastern center . Fern:s ranged in 

s i:.e .!'ror 0. f ew hundr ed a.cres to t r acts of 1 , 000 to 2 , 000 ac r es knO":m as 

'plantatio
ns

" . Even these ...,ere largely forest holdinGs . Hired help or slaves 

.... e.re luxuries which only the wealthy minority could afford . It ,,:as usel es s to 

elear tore than t!le owner could care for \7ith th h 1 
e e p of his wife and older chil -

~b ors 10r ass~stance in clearinG a Dew field or Ee depended on his ne ' hb" ' 

the oonstruction of & house or bar n . 
Labor was a commodi t-.:{ v:l.ich the pioneer 

~~eded for t he thi~&s he needed . 

Horses r:ere a luxury ",bich few _ _ . e ace of constant men could affor..l ! n th f 

.. kert cd slau&hter by Indians. The owner of a co\\" was a fortunate man indeed . 

gamily .. fas a valuable asset . Tre &dded o&npower of a lar~e f In the census of 

am lies 'with 13 chiluron . 1.600 e.re l!.,ted f i The avera&e of all those en\l!Jle-

r."ei .... _ .rten hildr c en par family . 

t.t.dr .... la . 

However. de th t a r od constantl y 
"ed1e 1 tt upon 
_ a. 0. ention 'VIas limited to the application of he!"bs and 

,...~ •• ". " .... \ cl: r hoi" ~rtlbeT of the f anily or & nC'ighborin& "'Dh . • YSl.cinn ." Super -

_t1\..=. Ill«H·t .... th .11 u',e .. , little elves flnd fairies of Iroland , had accoCl:-

~1. to tl.rdr ntnr ho r.tUS • Cont&&ious d1se8.ser. swept 8.\'.'1ly ,· .. holo 

11 •• 11 0. frolll thf' 

• 1 ... _",1 •• bl. dh· .. ~ .. or tl. 

r ...... aM 0 

r _ • a •• 
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ThO tre",endo
u

• physiool hordsbps to which the settler s \"Ier e subjected 

. ,e r e • pri
oele 

•• a sset to the ruture of the l.nd fo r which they struggl ed . 

Tho "eok O!lIOD!; t he" soon f ell vic tim t o the relentless wilde r ness or turned 

ba
o
!: to the shelter of t he conununities from which they hod come . Only those 

har dy ones "ho !,.d poured t hei r souls into the land that they end thei r child-

ren ~~bht hove 0 home really their ",m survived . Some have tried to p icture 

t hen as handSOMe giants with bulging muscles - 0. race of bods . They Viere 

co=on peopl e . '1'1:eir hands were gnarled claws , hard as the r oots they grubbed 

f r ot!. their fields . and t hei r faces were weathe red b r ol,n 
as thei r harves t . 

: heir ~tren~th lives i n thei r children today . 

1iith t!'le nineteenth ce:1tury bego....'1 a ne\': era . Until 1800 ~he inherent 

self- sufficiency of t he people and the scattered locations of their hooes had 

or '.'1Jl1ch c ould possibly be avoided . p.r ecl uded any division of lab .. Every man 

was b!.s o;m blncksmith . miller. a."'ld c a r penter . 

ltulf . es s e:lti ally independent of a:uy other . 

m Nas a world within Each far . 

TIm'i'ever J s th a e cOlI!!!1ll.'1ity grew 

... l za 'lon t he .dva~tateG of spce1'"l' t' became mo re apparent. l ' ' .,:lchael Daugherty J 

r ho had se t tled near v:hut is 

p'J:~ ..-.111 on :!i ll Run . Peter Lightner 

G. Ruckman property in 1770, built a 

also set u p a water - pm',er ed mill in 

ntc r mv1110 distr ict . 

L1u,tn~ r h noto.blD f OT bein~ the f or erunner of n t;rO\l f\ "'r ieh 1 ~ .. L P nyed . n 
! rh.l'l t. role in th (I connol1dntlon of tho now cOl.ununi t~ _e s . Tho German people 

t ~ 0 drift into tho oounty WC I"C e.o otol1d o. ~ld rOl i able ns the Sootch_ 
.,1. Aho , unU". t. h. pi tlGOr " t '" who W \ lOG 'fir 

UUSlt.iOIl , t.ho ~ II\(U"G !!lnd 
GO TrllArlO h 

tl 

ad brOUGht: frON thei r 
,lIro W~H' o fIIil 1 h • eh\.nd 

wrl,hte , uobb l ora ~ blt\okll!:uthe ~ 
r .. n .• . 



ond 
.. other oraftsmen runong 
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rnise the standard 
them who did much to 

on the frontier . of livin& 
Such German numes as 

Lightner . Harper, Yeager , 

Sh~~ts Casebolt , Shrader, Burner, 
B rr Siple , . • 

Her old , Halterman , U , • t 
ArboGast , Gunun a nd Overholt appear pr omnen -

V Hevener , Cackley . ' S\..d,enstricker , sroer, . 

• t r this per~od . 
d '" f the deve l opmen 0 

i the roc or .. 0 t t 
1y n t of the fi r s ovms . 

1 · dation came the developmen "lith this new oonso ~ 

quickly became the center of 4"~rst settled by 'ifilliam Sharp, lluntersville , ;.. ... 

s o c~al activities in the county . oomer cial and ... 
Under the sponsorship .of 

among his neighbors as an Indian spy John Bradshaw . who had gained r encnm 

the settlement became a trading post a rl tness of Cornwallis I surrender , 

fer the hu~ters of the Greenbrier ~rea . It VIas at Bradshaw's home that they 

traded furs. meat . and c'" c ... c "nsen' Cor l ivinv necessities broubht by peddl er s from 

the east , 

John Harness of Staunton was one of t he most prominent of these pioneer 

r:crcha.nta , Using pack horses he brought cloth, salt ~ firearms. and household 

and fa:t:in;; implement s over t he narroV! trails of the Alleghenies . Gradual l y 

~::a.ll busincGScs Vlere esta.blished to take advantage of the opportunities nre-

.anted b-, the ever increaSing throng::; coming to the village to t r ade . Black-

_zitf-. -hop- woro opened to supply the new deI!ID.nd f or buildinli hardw8.l"e and 

far-. tool,. Tannorica made Possible the l ocal produotion of lcnth6l" goods • 

.. ac:h pm ,altha .. £vick and 11athe.n BurtoS!! pr oducod riflos whioh not only 

• d h "h, pr "t"cUon or the frontier but aurvived tho r1'orou • 

·ar \..~"""n t.bt CI.loa • I.> service ot' 

II. 
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homo 
",ood the Indians as the uY,'hite Uan ' s (, (i.s tle ; " and 

aill ~ho!e 3p~oioU6 ~" 
nurcrous other oommunities took for m as the residents of the various neigh-

b hoods drew together fo r c OR,panionship and mutual aid . 

,'or C and mor e the people of the Upper Greenbrier came to think of them-

selves as 0. united &r oup havinG CO!1'Jnon aims and ideals , apart f.rotl the com-

l:\Clities of Franklin, Beverly and Lewisburg , which were the nearest seats of 

ustice , Their situation was recognized in liarch , 1821 , when the General 

ASSel:lbly of Virginia pass ed "An Act to pr ovide for the formation of a new 

county out of par t s of Bath , Pendleton and Re.ndolp~ . 11 The bi ll defined the 

o ~ approx~!1'nte area of 750 square boundaries of the Dew county I"iving it t>" " 

clles , ... area to the A change in the southern boundary in 1624 ir.creased 'ts 

?re.se:lt gUo; s uo.re :'Iiles . Two Dames , Allegheny and Pocahontas , had been 

selected for this and another county hi h w c was be i ng formed east of' the moun-

1'hrou~h a clerical errOl" the names ware reversed , thus the county 

lyin& atop the Alleahenies o r eceived t he name of the histor ical I ndian princess . 

lcprcved roads and t ransportation fostered by the newly formed c t . oun y 

~~er~~t facilitated the entry of still more settl ers . In addition to the 

:co~t-Iri.h t E~bliah and German gr oups, which ":ere still Grm"ing • t new thr ongs 

! lr .h. f ronch and Dutch ~i~rated into the county . 

lort tho Netherlands 

Tho last ne.med were a 

in rrotest at 
-; ,,1' ti. zc,o who t.d 

the formation of 
", Abou t 100 

loade rship or the 
Church . ofthep 1 eop 0 under the .... . 1111 

t.hu W1111:;\I'3 River fioOM Paul 
..m t.,l , I.;ncmn a. I..ho Du oh Bot t.om 

r r t):. hl.)QTlou, 

••• 
Sottlem,ont • W8.$ 

lho \1Iltl\m"d 0 un r v , A .. C ua-
loll. toopl 

.. .... 
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DIlrillg the winter of 1858 the company disbanded . llost of t he people either 

r eturned to the Eos t or went on to the new fr ontier. A few families remained 

t,) sho.re the r\,ture of Pocahontas . Pr ominent among these wer e the Stul tings J 

&Tandpa. rents of Pearl Buck, who settled near the Engl ish settlement of Hills -

bi:!TO , a:1d the Van Reenans , WINse progeny live in 3dray District today . 

The westward movement lur ed many of the county' 5 r esidents to new lands . 

Sote went to Ohio and Indiana . 
1; s , So t:'.any LicNeels " Beards . Callisons , Poa e 

~oinity live in one ':il1s , Gays , Bridgers and Clunens fr om the Little Levels ° 

t:> I uring the years :':issouri county that it is often called II Litt l e Vir tr inia . " D 

f"t".J:l 1840 to 1660 the exodus so nearly e qualled influx of new settlers that 

the population increased only 1,036 p61'SOnS over the total of 2, 922 listed in 

: hos e who remained in the Gr eenbrier Valley enjoy ed the ".0':;:;; prosperous 

~1. -:1-.ey had ever known. Study of numerous will. probnted durin"'" to ° 1:0 n l. S era re -

le..1: 4.- ... .a .... L~ •. ,. ... a reside:lts h.::...d accumulated comparatively 1 arge fortunes in live-

atock and cash . The blue ~rass pastures of the county produced horses and 
e· .... " ....... h r .~ .. ':r ) .... c ound a r d eo. y market in the easter~ tradin~ c~nt <:> ..... _ e rs. Sl:..· ... e s had 

establishments . b~ ~ ~ ~~~t of the larger 
VIeal thier member s of the cor.unucity 

tro<j z:.tl:,' O'Im!ld 88 man:,' aG oi~ht 
b or ten 'lcEro Sl aves 1 vo. t!ed at ' " 0 ,0 . v to 

• • t ~ach. t11'!)Hmd1ng Oil th 
I) (\&6 # phya10 al 

II "l.·IIlI .tljrtl W(lll tt'Dn~ed. . 

r I • ,,,,1 •• . 
oh1U'~Qt l' 

••• Cl~~n n~i onl~ hi. r rnodol'lt 

1 • r r . , .. t hi. da.)'. . 1'h" 

• • In I" 

condition and di sposition of tue 

" nny Wore sot r l'e(O 1n l" ews.rd for 
'J'\;:J HOld II Bon . OlVlt(ld b\f 

oJ" ac,:,l' 

hy nil" 
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Ilooapt the slaves inoluded in the ir inheritances . 

boom period orashed to an abrupt ending a s th~ young meD of the 
Thi. 

n_,. scuers mar ched out of Huntersville at ten o ' clock on the morning 
pocshonto.s 

of ~o.y 18 , 1861, on their way to Phil ippi and the first land battle of the 

'har bet'::ocn the States . 

The Rescue r s \7ere the pride of the c ounty . The populat i on of t he 7 illage 

turned O'.l t to kna,el with the men as t he Reverend Flaherty addressed them and 

prayed fervently for those who wer e marchin(; and for the ones left behind . 

:rOCl the journal of Wi lliam. Skeen~ lieutenant of the company J \"!e l earn that 

the little ar my stopped at the Elk Ri ver t hat night and were feted by the 

iiilli8.!:l Gibsons , the li3.nnahs, and 1. ?.! . HOf'satt. So t he d c y progr esse , pausin& 

w~ere niGht overtook them and partaking of t~ h -t . e , OSp l ality of the c ountrysid e 

Uo"ltil their advance beco..!1l.6 knO'o'm as the n T in Cup Ca!D.paign. " The men were 

pr ovided with tin cups J supplied t heir own firear ms . and lived off the coun-

trl ' The whole campaign. I nsting sever al weeks
J 

Ca.pt:lin D. A . Stofer commanded the outfit . 

!r.u:en . !ierGca.!lt D. r Sl k 

cost the c ounty :-68 68 
~ , -

Under him --' ere L-. l.eutenant 

I . e. rer J and !;:usicinns \'jn l ter Roby and William E . 

::r'Yine . The body , which was to enGnge i n the f' 
l. r st of the scc ros of 

nlob dnut.atod. the rClI'ion, . ope r a tions 
b l.nc luded sons of th e pioneerinG fo.mi1' es .... 01' the 

1t. au.ter roll named : 
JIU:lCS Ako r s , Andren C. A 

1 n lin 1 n Iderma.n ~ Timoleen 
• tor "I ",OOD . Ooor&e Burr Pr d 1 • e or ok Burr r 

• 1 1m. U. Cf\rpenter 
.t • • I, . Colo . Ooor,. C ... h "ont J l':ustoe 

. .... comer)' J- 1 1 'r e I l"eter GI'1I"'Lo. 
nrJ'1. H . "h1 .. ~r~ rt1n L • Cyrus Ga::r.ton • 

• A,!:'IOn 'h1h:1ulc , (,;h 
1U"1 • b . Horold , T'M. R • 

Jouph I' o.nno.h . \,r.) J-• • n:r n , A laun 

..... b . n.. I ••• • \.CIt-t . A . l-cllUlllh . 

.ph 1 , J ).JUan Je. I . ..p' (I. 4'"m. . r. t.r 10 J' ,Or itr ty • 
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J..,. Il . uLauGhlin , lIicheal 'ioor., Sylvester Litchell, Wm. L. Pyles , John 

Fyle. , John H. Pence , James Swadley, Lewis Smith , Cain n. Sivey , William 

Slf, ... ens , Lantz. Socbert, James Shannon , Uarti Sharp, Daniel Varner, I.:ichael 

,\"ho11ih6.n. Patrie Whollihan , Levi Waug;h , Charles Heaver, a.nd Robert \'/eaver . 

Aftor tho compn:-ty ' s return from t he rout at Philippi it was reorganized 

as co~pany I , 25th Vi rginia Infantry. Added to the roll v/ere : First Lieut. 

J . liu!;h !.1cLau:;hlin , Daniel Arboe;ast , William Burr, Peter L . Cleek, Cha rl es 

'Snoon , ililliEun Gammon . Patrie Eoher. J . W. Mathews, hli chael Shannon , C. A . 

Si:::!:lons . B. Franklin Shrader, Geoq;e r.are , Eutene Ware , \1illie.m War e , and 

Eenja.m.n Ware . 

As such the group fout;ht at i.!c!>awell . Winchester C r. • ross .eys. Port 

2epublic . Richnond , Slaut;hter Eountain , Second t:anassas . Bristow Station , 

Scal"psbul"g . 

T.11dernufl . 

Frederick.sburg, Second Winchester , Gett:,'sburg . !line Run , 
In the Wilderness battle t1le • t· . n ~re 25th was captured . 

and 

Con::pany 

1 . then reduced to 17 men was taken to Point Lookout . rlaryland, and thence was 

trans!'erred to El mira, new York . Six mor e died in the wretched prisons, and 

61orr-n 1. t::n c h Ilr.e oma 0.8 6 urvi vor s of Pocahontas I C ompany I . 
!l';ot>&h the entiro state suffer d e tremendously becaus e of it b 0 s tufar 

t~,e 'Torth and t" S ;.0 outh it is probable that P . ocanontas '\VIlS 

othor rnrt of the cattle area • 
ylot f ~&~ to .. r &r tr •• tor oxtent tho.n any 

'& tl,. tact " .a.t only a r lti.tlv 1 y :lma.ll Pllrt 

ThrOUGh tho 

1\1 

t a. ,.e . 
it.a 1t , and 
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tl'e sons went off to join opposinG for ces. 

Countless bands of irre~ul.r ~uerilles terrorized the countryside . 

looting . bur ning . and murde";o. in the naree of tha forcos to which they 

pledbed their doubtful alle.ienco . January . 1862 , "as ' month of atr ocities . 

J,. rob took a :le&ro slo.ve bel onGing to John Vi . i'TaM'fick f r om the Huntersvil l e 

j9.i1 and \~nbed hi m. The Rev. Henry Arbogast and El i Buzzard , both hc.rml ess 

civilians , ,':ere taken from thei r home s and shot to death on the way to an 

a11e&ed "trie.lll e.s spies . 

~ rom his home and killed Ticothy Alde r man of Douthard's Cr eek was t-"en r 

_.lnne a a. pr ings by a party of neighbors i.e the '7oods near the br idge at Y- ' h h S 

Fosin~ as Confederate soldier s . It was three ,';eeks before a resident of the 

e ocation of the body ,icini ty II dree,!r.edll of th 1 and led searchers to 'shere i t 

e. eavy snowfall . :.d been concealed by h Alderll'.an , like the other two men , 

was accused of supplying ~ilitary inforr.~tion to the F d e era1 troops . 

'The Fourth Separate :Dri"e,de b VQth its he~dquarters at Weston under a 

beat down the activities of 
?t.;.&..Ci::~rB" 't,no "ere ten"oriz;n'" Confeder ate "bush-

... co the tinion ' 
(J# th'l' .t.te . nunority groups in the Roberts I t r oops eastern part 

~C'neral Roberts \'lo.S created to 

swept through the section witb a 

I!J &1 to thrat f t 6 he mobs aco.ins t whom the'· weI'". oJ sent . 

r uthlessnes s 

Frunil" :les known to t. An 10 t!'>1) S01Jthern £ol'"ce, v:era to the most b t ru III treatl':Iont . 
subjected 

1 h, '0 tl"lWt.," \4 v,cru 

dh\lllCHon in ) 0: 'ninn Ul"l1y . 

1. 

f ound to have other tons 

Th1u to-, lou'lhor with other 

P(lrtormin& with 

mistub s resul ted 
nd on .~ 16. 1&63 • 1001 thl\n two hlen ths ll.i'ta.r • • r r rl ." • . 

O(b A'll 1'1n 
"'orn.l tt'lIl.ll 



pocnhontas Coun~i 

Glulrter 4 

PaGe 22 

dotoch",onts of Confederates and captured sone supplies . lie continued his 

for.Ys and did not retur n to Focahontas until December, when his half - sta rved 

tr oops burst acroSs t he Little Levels i n the retreat t hat culminated in the 

•• ttl_ of Droop l:ountain. The plight of the bl ue - clad troops , long in a hos -

t ile and bar r en country, was pitiful. In one instance a s oldi er was shot by 

his orf ic_r when he refused to retur n a p iece of bacon to t he irate Mus evrif e 

!'rom whotl he had stolen it . Another br ouP ate what litt l e food t h ey coul d 

f ind i n one h Oli.16 and then devoured the contents of a swill barr e l 'which the 

ORner had hoarded to feed his hObs, 

The youthful Averill final ly succeeded in getting his little ar my safe 

over t he iCy roads to Beverly. o r~ving deep i nto enemy The achievement f d . 

ter. itory with 2 j 500 men ~~d tearing up a r a ilroad , c.estr oying 200 , 000 bushels 

of yain end other stor es was no sm.e.ll a ccomplisr..m.ent. Then to escape from 

e~eirclecent b C Y seven onfedera te e" . . ItUes under such men as Lee , Jack son , 

?1b:hugh . Early . and Echols made l~verill the mira cle man of the Alleghe:!.ies . 

~~other i gnoble defeRt amid 

Y 

•• _ b the Poca.hontas mount . 
..... G efor 6 , when h e.' e \'las servO . . ....ns 

l. ng (is B. brigadier 

Lee had suffer ed 

general in t}' e G . - reenbrl.er 

·.·.11e"J . :>...r1nt; the Cheat ., _ountain enga Gement 

.u: .!r:!. .. t 1""'.t he had 
attenlpted to c r os s the 

n ~ in a aurpr ise r aid . The or dinarily 

ltr.ponotruble 1M". r.~£oo:t r1th tIel) nearly 

-d*r lit \. .t. t\ n . ., • 1I1. 

spruce j ungl e 

halt-tTlI.1ned 

cautious benel' s. l d i d 

whi ch COvered the &l'oat 

the cotton >od tobo.ooo 
c *..rll:.ecu .. 1 :), .~. '''':1 

aOlulo:r:: from 

tJO'I'Jlldcn·od . o.nd the 

4hu r • ro,,\ •• U .. U oruuf;hl;,r 

intonded 

fr5_htlClne{t lOwlAnd Tn 

\11' t.urned i n:t o 6 

d t'opl'ed thoi r 
• .<1~ 1 h. c.,,\l,h . 

quip-

1l1lotnt. • 
Ul In ' . Batt 0"" 
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'"ntoro
vil1e 

and othor points throu,,: .out the county "ere blasted by bun fi r e 

as t~. war suq;ed back and forth. Peace saVi a tattered and desola te country-

s i de i n tho stead of the prosperous farm country \'!~ich had flourished 0. few 

; .. ar
5 

bef or e . Huntersville was a blackened skeletpn . The roads had been 

'n,s~c:i by rain and cut by hea.vy artillery wheels fa!' fi va years ,,!i thout re-

~ai l". liere and there they had been blocked by mountainous barricades of 

trees (l.S e:lch a.rny sought to i mpecE t he movement of the other . 

~ i~ e~ r ~ves ock long l:en came ba.ck to find t hei r fields overoro,·.- and th' l ' t 

since gone . Resol utely t hey set to work to r ebuild. :r.~any hnd seen their 

first oowers. r eapers . ker osene lights end other inovations dur ' th ~ng e caJn-

pe..:.. {;::lS thr ough stre.."1..'e parts of t h e country . 

~ecurerl t~ese t hin's ~_ or t u hei r or:n farms . 

As quickly as they could t hey 

The sickle and the tallovT candle 

dropped into t he past . 

Fe~ce did not re+"~n ' ¥~ lnstantly ~n the h t _ " ears of the peopl e. They had 

~e~~ too ~ch in t he cidst of t he actual fi ~r.ti -b" ne. ~ their- feelinc-s 1:1 had b een 
~~O thor oughly arous ed , 

cC"..Jld r.ot be r ecall ed . 

and they had s a id thin""s t t· ' b 0 ~eJ. r . I nel.g lbol"'s which 

The color of a man's t rousers was 

·r. 

h 

and t~Qrle i n bl ue "Ilool ens for men ' s suits 

a pOint of d auger-ou s 

was worse then unpr o-

including 
~1ft!~~r.too Wo r e indiotod 

d.trhtt4 Clf t).f,I r1~M •• 

on nunle r OUa char gcs 

or c1 t iu>nahip beoo.Uue they 

(,;on!'tldtt rucy . 

murder . They 

1wl4~ 

I 

.~o1.d or .. b~t.~od th. 
c ould ~ot swe .. .. ...... thnt 

Cnpt l.\ l n Stot or 
hGuot. took 

rJ r J . 

t.1 . ., oflt.h And or the 
rClaulhUd hi 

l, l t.. 0 lll'" prt\oti 

111-

n "tr 00 . 
emt> Cou.r t 

h 

lIu\d t h, 0: • 
t.hl .... 'WOr 

cso Wa, d raGoed 
r1'.. t()rf'" t.. 

" "y the nQ s tate 



COV~T:u.ont in l e 70 . 

Gr o.dmul !'!t).rl':'ony was restored . Fences ,'!ere r ebuilt. Record c r ops 

or ~"Y nod oorn were pr o duc ed . A.s the r oads were r e opened ·t he fr eigh t wagons 

br ou&ht in the pr oducts of t he newly awal:ened nat i onal industri es . Pr o -

"'inoinlisIr. '~as weakened and Pocahont as no l onger VIas an outlaw c olony; it 

'Q..S !>u t or e. br owi ng nevI state lUld a stron ger, more close- knit nation . 

Traveler' s Repos e, on the Staunton- Fe.rkersburg t urnpi ke , b ecame a busy 

r hee as t he adventur ous pushed t Ol'lar d the western fr ontier. Louise Mc Neill ' s 

poe=..s of t he bu~' t urnpi ke and its f amous tavern have c a ught t he c ol orfu l 

!piri t of the day . 

JED K!d :E 

lI 'f'h r. 1 _ e ... au ey mai l was over due 
TIhen Jed who was to dr ive it thr 
Cheat Hounta i n Pass to St tough G t aun on Run 

o s ~eeial wor d fr om Yiash i n C' t on 
I n ""hlCh a postel cl er k ° • ~ II lnqu ' r ed 
• / lr . Kane who had b een h O 

- d 
To dr~ t " " lre 

_V 9 . e COlU" s e at .J. 
r:as not in yet th pos" has t e rate 

, ough tht-ee months late . 

".-..:.L4d nO':.' on a hi h -} 
1n the paste.! "b~i l-d\ aze !:'19.:-ble "::ull 
l:a!' f ~ ng Jed It I 
V "tS r e..ned in silver : "R e.!le s s c rawl 
.ou ask the rcas~n a d th es pected Si r , 
I f the gable end n i s be her -
Stro.1&ht into the b~~ out of hell 
tut rall on the l"tun' f t s of a snow t hat i'e l 
; t 1'!'oul d take till Ea:t hor n point o£ Cheat 1 
vO ~l • horoopath S elr f or br imstor.e 
.O\J r obdt . cvt J dO , a rO~1n . heat 

• ft Son 1:o.na . " 

T ~ l!1' 
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"The fire roared l oud as son&s were sun& · 
Tho cider keg popped out its bung 
And fl owed alon ... tl,e s t r ee.tt of wit ; 
Yiild pheasant r~e.st ed on the spit ; 
Ji...,."'ld till the cros~roads s t r eak with davm 
And f our s t ran6e ~en must t ra.ve l on , 
A lonr; - jn",'ed goffer , Eenry Clny, . 
A da.rk outlander, "Fre::Jch" Crozet , 
'I',indy Yfi ll iams "Tho drove for hire . 
[~d Jed who carried the Staunton me.~ls 
War med their shins by t he landlord's fire , 
Swigged t heir cider and swapped t heir tales." 

Despite the i mpr oved t r ansportation and bet t e r contact with the outer 

eOU!ltry Focahontas has chanf;ed little in its popul ation c haracter istics since 

1£60. The people are nearly all descendents of t he orig inal , Nordic races 

-::1.0 .!'irst settl ed . Indus t r y ane expl oitation of natural r e s ourc e s have been 

l!..::.i ted b',' the lo.ck of " t t .. ee.vy r ans por • Consequently the i r attendan t con-

blo~ration of cheap labor and mi xeci. r a c es did n ot pe!1etr at e the c ounty 's 

::G'.lntcin btl.!"riers . 

The visitor is i!:'pr essed wi t h the 

7l~'!"; have accepted such naw contorts of 

ser eni t~. of :oc c.honta s and its 1 peop e . 

the technol ogical a~e 
I:) as t hey liked 

a:A Cave r etained t hos e r th o e o l d days if they bett er Suited 

1 'J ~ their crops, raise Good livestocl.: o.nd l' . 
, ~ve ~n cO~~ortnbl 

t he purpose . 

:..1~. lo:-u . tar-'n tl 8 , un ... e .......... 
...10. C. lTou&h anplicatio r "'-...u-

r 

.... t 

~ n 0 moder n pr ocedure 
"rl. It 1 loa.rned " .... 

II> U l.lt'a achoola . • ..... 
• nll.C &ro\Om 

".11 odU04Lod buslnool 
beyond the oon 

ept i on of the r . 

aud wOJnen h 
~\"o 

IIA 10 . • 

and protosS1onal men 

.ca.ny ht.v. bone out to r..c..k. 

Ibri , 1.:"1"01 d "-nd o suoh COunty 
• oO\ln\.lofto 

....,.h,l •• .1 • • -Hair. (·r UI. It. l tho ••• 


